
Pre-Reading Strategy: Opinionaire by Jeffrey Wilhelm 
 
Similar to Anticipation Guides, an Opinionaire is a survey activity that gives students voice as 
they begin to immerse themselves in a major theme, Essential Question or inquiry question for 
a reading/viewing. 
 
The survey is open-ended reveals background knowledge and cultural experiences.  
 
To get started, simply search any topic with the word “quotations.” Use your own experiences 
to build an effective Opinionaire. 
 
After reading/viewing, students can review some of the questions from a character’s viewpoint. 
Also, the questions that resonate can be used for debates, formal and informal. 
 
This pre-reading strategy is a great example of personalizing learning. The possible extensions 
are vast. 
 
Steps: 
 

1. Create an Opinionaire (see model) 
2. Have students determine whether they agree (A) or disagree (D) with each statement 

independently. 
3. Then each student chooses one statement that particularly resonates to write a brief 

comment about why they feel that way. This begins the opinions based on evidence 
process. 

4. Students can share and justify their responses with a partner, small group, etc. This 
small group discussion is very important. 

5. Students can reflect on the perspectives and justifications they heard.  
 
See below for Tips for Creating Effective Opinionaires from Jeffrey Wilhelm 
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