
 

 
The “Bin It” Strategy 

A tool for Secondary teachers when generating report cards 
 
What is the “Bin It” approach? 
 
This document is for teachers and is intended to support teachers as they work to determine a final 
letter grade and/or percentage.   
 
The “Bin It” strategy is meant to support teachers in the holistic assessment of the curricular 
competencies using the evidence available to them. Teachers will use their professional judgement 
to select an appropriate grade “bin” (A, B, or C) and a corresponding low, middle or high percentage 
point from within that bin. 
 
How do I use the “Bin It” approach to select a grade? 
 
Step 1 Know what proficient looks like  
 

• See sample student profiles for core subject areas.  
Science DOCX | PDF  English Language Arts DOCX | PDF  
Math DOCX | PDF  Social Studies DOCX | PDF  
Careers DOCX | PDF    

• Please note that these were originally designed for a teacher audience to generate accurate 
reports and as such will have limitations in their current form. We warmly invite school 
communities and departments to revise these tools from a strength based, student centered 
perspective. 

 
Step 2 Triangulate your evidence  
 

• Consider what evidence of learning you will triangulate to assess student proficiency. There 
are two types of evidence to draw from: 

a. Qualitative evidence are observations that are recorded and expressed in words. This 
type of evidence is collected through methods of observations, one-to-one interviews, 
conducting focus groups, and similar methods. 

b. Quantitative evidence is measured and expressed with numbers. This type of 
evidence can be collected using student products such as exams and projects. 

• Triangulation involves using three types of evidence and includes both qualitative and 
quantitative points of measure.  As an example: 
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https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_MATH.pdf
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_MATH.docx
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_SCI.pdf
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_SCI.docx
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_ELA.pdf
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profiles_CAREERS.pdf
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profiles_CAREERS.docx
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/bin_it_student_profile_SS.pdf
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/student_profile_SS.docx
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/05/student_profile_ELA.docx
https://instructionalservices.sd35.bc.ca/wp-content/uploads/sites/76/2020/09/Evidence-of-Authentic-Learning_portal_sept_2020-1.pdf


 

  
Step 3  Select a “bin” 
 

• Assess your students’ evidence of learning according to your student profiles (determined in 
Step 1 above) and select the appropriate level/grade bin for each student.  It is unlikely that 
one bin will fully describe any given student; select the bin that is the most accurate 
representation of the student.   

 
Step 4  Select a number 

• Once you have selected the appropriate “bin”, use your professional judgement, along with 
your evidence of learning, to evaluate whether their learning shows a low, middle or high level 
of proficiency within that bin. Select the corresponding percentage in the below chart. 

 
Letter Grade to Percentage Conversion Chart 
 

Letter Grade Low Middle High 
A 

86-100% range 88 93 98 

B 
73-85% range 75 79 84 

C 
50-72% range 55 63 70 

    
Adapted from Rethinking Letter Grades: A five step approach to aligning letter grades to learning standards (2014) by 
Caren Cameron and Kathleen Gregory. 
 
Is this approach too “subjective”?  
 
All assessment is subjective, hence the importance of professional judgement when assessing. The 
accuracy of your assessment will be based on (1) the quality and diversity of the evidence you use to 
inform your judgement and (2) the relation of that evidence to your curricular competencies.  
 
It is suggested that you converse and collaborate with your colleagues and departments to navigate 
any challenges and questions that may arise when assessing specific students.  
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